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CALL OF THE WILD

Newsletter edited by Cindy Hansen

Letter to the Community

2010 is almost over and | have been thinking about what a great year it has been at Northwest
Wildlife. We started the year off with the release of 2 Trumpeter Swans that suffered trauma from
flying into power lines. This was the most fun release | have ever done at NWRC. Watching them fly
off over Lake Terrell was exhilarating and emotional for me. We unfortunately do not get to release
too many of the swans that come to us so the release of these two together was wonderful and made
me proud of what we do. We then hosted the release of a Bald Eagle that had initially come to NWRC
after she was shocked by a power line. The Eagle was transferred to Wolf Hollow Wildlife Center
where she was nursed back to health while her injuries healed. We work closely with Wolf Hollow,
Sarvey, PAWS Wildlife Center and other rehabilitation facilities so that we can give our patients the
best treatment possible. | am lucky to have support and friends at these other facilities and appreciate
all of their help.

We raised many babies this summer with the help of 7 great interns and many new volunteers.
Without our interns and volunteers we would not be able to care for all of those baby birds that need to
be fed every 30 minutes and all of those messy, crying baby raccoons that constantly need cleaning.

I hope the interns and volunteers know how much | appreciate them and how much they are needed.
Everyday at NWRC is different; new patients, surprising outcomes, strange phone calls. Many of the
days here are tough physically and emotionally but we love what we do and enjoy the rewards that
rehabilitating wildlife often gives. But we would not be doing this at all without the support of the
community. From picking up that injured animal and
transporting it to our facility to dropping off a donation,
we rely on the community. Whatcom County has
supported us for 10 years and continues to support us
more and more each year. Thank you to everyone who
has made time to make a difference for wildlife!

Happy Holidays,
Stacy Wise
Lead Rehabilitator

Photo by Mark Malijan—Bellingham Herald
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Northwest Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 2010 Stats
Q & A Total animals admitted
~Stacy Wise to date: 746
Have you ever wanted to know more about Northwest
Wildlife? Here is some more information about us. Mammals: 325

Number of Species: 17
Who? Released: 125
We are a local non-profit serving Whatcom County and Died: 115
other surrounding counties since 2000. We have one full Euthanized: 74
time employee and a seasonal part time employee for the Transferred: 4
summer. Still in Care: 4
What? Birds: 419
Northwest Wildlife is dedicated to caring for injured and Number of species 69
orphaned wildlife. We admit all species of wildlife and care Released 188
for around 1000 animals per year. Since we only have one Died: 117
employee, we ask that animals be brought to our center by Euthanized: 97
the person that found the animal. Occasionally we will go Transferred: 13
out into the field and capture the injured animal, especially Still In Care: 2
those species that are more dangerous like adult raccoons.
We also set up booths at local events each year and do Reptiles: 2
presentations at local schools and libraries when asked. We Number of Species: 2
work closely with local state and federal wildlife agencies Released: 2
and also the local humane society.

When?

We are open every day of the year! From May to September we operate from 8am — 8pm, and

from October to April, 9am — 5pm.

Where?

We are located at Nugent’s Corner off of Mt. Baker Hwy. Directions and more information can

be found on our website, www.northwestwildlife.org

How?

Since we are a non-profit, we operate on a shoe string budget every year. We do one large

fundraiser each February or March and several small fundraisers throughout the rest of the year.
We rely on donations from people who bring animals to us to help ends meet and to ensure that
we can continue our work. We also rely on volunteers to help us care for all of the animals that
we admit, build new structures at our center, and raise funds for our organization.
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Volunteer Spotlight

Mike Massey

Mike, who is originally from Daytona Beach,
Florida, has been volunteering with NWRC for
3 years and is now a lead volunteer on the
weekends. Mike teaches Computer Networking
at Bellingham Technical College and first heard
about NWRC when he was designing a project
for his students. Mike says “I filled out an
application while | was interviewing the lead
rehabber, and in a couple of weeks found myself
retrieving eagles and swans. | was hooked!”
When asked about his least favorite part of
volunteering he said,
“Maybe occasionally feeling
like 1 should be better or
more knowledgeable at
some animal care task? But
everyone is so helpful and
encouraging that feeling
inadequate is really just an
opportunity to learn some”.
Raccoons are his favorite
because of their intelligence,
and getting to see the progress that our

patients make each week is what keeps him
coming back out to volunteer. Mike’s advice to
those that are thinking about volunteering is
“Try shadowing someone for a morning or
afternoon. You won’t have to do anything you
don’t feel comfortable doing, and you’ll discover
something about yourself. And then, if you can
come back a couple weeks in a row, you’ll see
the progress an animal is making and you’ll
realize you’re making a difference and you’ll
want to keep coming back.” Thank you so much
for all that you do Mike!

Photo by Kayla Stokes

Cheri and Jenny Foster
Jenny Foster wanted to volunteer at NWRC but
was too young to do so by herself. Luckily for us
her mom, Cheri, agreed to volunteer with her two
years ago. Jenny is now a Freshman at Lynden
High School and Cheri works for Bellingham
Ear, Nose and Throat. Both Jenny and Cheri love
working with the raptors, especially the Barred
Owils. Jenny says, “Their deep eyes betray the
gentle side of nature, deep and caring. Despite
their strength and power, they are remarkable
gentle creatures.” Jenny’s least favorite part of
volunteering is the end of our
baby season, when all the babies
are gone....except the raccoons!
“They’re like angsty teenagers,
always testing their limits” and
cleaning up after them is not a
favorite job either. When asked
why they keep coming back to
NWRC to volunteer Jenny
replied, “I don’t think | could
leave. | come back because of
the unique experience that I know | won’t
find anywhere else. It also gives me an inside
look at something very few people get to see.
| expect this experience to be very valuable in the
future.” Cheri advises, “To people who are
thinking about volunteering, it is one of the most
rewarding things I can think of. No one is
required to do something they are uncomfortable
with, and there is seriously some type of help for
everyone to provide. | would say volunteering at
NWRC is one those things that you will never
regret doing.” Thank you so much for all of your
help and dedication Cheri and Jenny!
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Baby Raccoons in October!
~ Stacy Wise

“I found 3 baby raccoons yesterday”, said the
man on the phone. I replied, “No, that can’t be
possible. Raccoons are born in April and May.
You must be mistaken. Bring them by the center
and I will take a look at them and let you know
how old they are.” I hung up the phone and
thought to myself, he must be crazy. They are
probably just young raccoons that he found
sleeping together and for some reason they
didn’t run from him. It sounds strange but there
is just no way they are babies. An hour later
they arrived. | was prepared to tell him that they
are old enough to be on their own and that he
should return them to the location found. |
walked out to the truck and looked in the dog
crate. | couldn’t believe my eyes! There they
were, three baby raccoons! They were about 5
weeks old, all girls, and very scared. | took them
inside and set them up in a new crate with lots
of warm blankets.

We have already raised and released 22
raccoons for the year. | thought we were done
with babies because that is how it goes every
year. We release the last of the babies in
September typically and then | get ready for the
winter season, which also includes me regaining
my energy and sanity from the crazy summer
season. But now we have 3 baby raccoons!
Raccoons typically give birth to 3-5 babies in
April and May. At our center, we usually admit
around 20 baby raccoons that have been
orphaned. They stay with us until they are old
enough to be independent and are released in
mid September. It is very important to make for
sure that they have been truly orphaned since all
the rehabilitation centers in western Washington
reach maximum capacity for baby raccoons
early in the season.

Raising baby raccoons is a lot of work and very
expensive as well. Each raccoon receives a set of
vaccines and dewormers and of course eats a lot
of food! Our new baby raccoons will stay with us
for the win-
ter and be
released in
March when
the weather
starts to get
warmer.
Hopefully
this is the
last of the 3
babies for
the year!

)

Photo by Monika Stewart

The Barn Owl Release
~Kristi McKee

After many weeks of working with Northwest
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, | had come to
hear so many amazing stories on rehabilitation of
injured wildlife and of their rewarding release.
Unfortunately, | had yet to release any. You see
SO many amazing cases come into the rehab
center, and one of my favorites (though not
EVERYONES favorite) were barn owls.

Barn owls have a reputation of being.. for lack of
a better word.. crazy. We had been rehabilitating
4 orphaned barn owls from the time they were
fuzzy screaming babies, to the time they were
feathered screaming adults. One evening as a
co-worker and | were closing, she mentioned that
the barn owls were flying well and hunting on
their own and ready to be released. This was my
opportunity to offer to help and maybe get to do
my first release! "Can I do it?!" | so boldly
offered, and she said "Absolutely! If you want to,
be my guest!"

Continued on page 5
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YAY my first release and it’s barn owls. Could
this be any more awesome?

After the strenuous task of getting 4 crazy barn
owls into a crate and getting them into my car, |
drove off and found the perfect location for a
release and it was the perfect time of day. This is
the point that my luck completely ran out. It
started pouring down rain. In my quest to still
have the perfect release, | got back in the car and
tried to drive further north to get out of the rain.
After about 35 minutes of driving around
aimlessly, | found another perfect location (or so
I thought.) It was only sprinkling by then so |
decided to go for it. | unloaded the owls’ crate
out of the car and took them to a nearby field to
open the crate and have them fly away into the
night. Wrong. | trudged through a field of grass
that was WAY too tall for me, and now | was
completely soaked. | set the crate down and
opened it, expecting 4 owls to willingly come out
of the opening and take flight. After about 10
minutes of waiting, | realized that wasn't going to
happen. | reached in and took the first barn owl
out of the crate. As he screamed at me, | let him
see his surroundings and let him go. He flew off
just like I expected. One down, three to go. The
second owl came out of the crate willingly and
did the same as the first. I'm good at this (I
thought). I took the third and fourth owl out and
they took flight, and then flopped down into the
grass. Being the person | am, | couldn't just leave
them there, so I trudged through the grass and
tried to get them to fly. After about 30 minutes of
chasing around barn owls in 4 foot high grass, |
got my second wind and saw a fence with
extremely short grass on the other side. | got to
one of the barn owls and put him over the fence.
Got the second barn owl and put him over the
fence. They both took flight and landed 10 feet
away getting soaked by the rain. GRR!

After about 15 more minutes of watching the barn
owls to make sure they flew away, | decided to go
over the fence and scare them into flying.

That ought to work right? This fence that | put
them over was barbed wire and about 4 feet tall.

I didn't want to take my chances climbing over it,
but I saw a fence made out of what looked like
thin nylon string. As | walked toward the nylon
fence, | fell into a 3 foot deep ditch, full of cold
rain water. GREAT! Trying to pull myself out of
the ditch, I grabbed ahold of the nylon fence and
started to pull myself up. It wasn't just a nylon
fence, it was an electric fence! As | got shocked,

I got out of the ditch and tried to realize what the
heck just happened. It must have been a
combination of the traumatic events that had just
happened that made me forget, that's an
ELECTRIC fence. So | once again touched the
fence trying to get through it quickly. Wrong
again. | got shocked AGAIN. As | screamed, the
remaining barn owls got scared and flew away. At
least something came from all of this. | finally
decided to leave. Only one problem, the ditch was
in between me and my car. | attempted to jump
over the ditch and failed miserably, only to find
myself falling in the ditch again. Are you kidding
me?

I climbed out of the cold deep water, not believing
that | seriously fell in a ditch twice and got
shocked twice. Suffice it to say, my first release
was not the perfect release that | had planned. But
as horrifying as :

it was, |
wouldn't take it
back. It just
shows that you
never know
what to expect
when you work
with wildlife!

Photo by Kayla Stokes
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Save the Date!
Join us for a night of good food, live music, and lots of
fun!
Our 7™ Annual Wild Things Auction and Dinner will
R — be at
& Fox Hall February 12, 2011.

Photo by Kayla Stokes

Tickets are $50 or reserve a table for 8 at $350.
All proceeds go to caring for injured and orphaned wildlife!

Visit our website, www.northwestwildlife.org, for more information.
We hope to see you there!

How Can I Help?
Do you want to help out at Northwest Wildlife? Here are some great ways to get involved!

1. Animal Care Volunteer- help us care for our patients! No experience necessary. Caring for
our wildlife patients is fun and rewarding. You will learn a lot about wildlife but also do a lot of
hard work! Spring and summer are our busiest times of the year and we need all the help we can
get!

2. Fundraising Committee Member- help us raise money! Our fundraising committee starts
meetings in September in order to prepare for our annual fundraiser in February. Our auction
brings in a large chunk of our annual budget and is necessary for us to keep our doors open.

3. Gather Supplies- view our Wish List on our website and gather supplies! This is a great
option for kids! Maybe go door to door in your neighborhood and do a Supply Drive for wild-
life!

4. Become a Board Member- join the Board of Directors and help shape the wildlife center
into something better and better! View more details on our website.

5. Transport Volunteer- be on call to transport our wildlife patients to and fro! We some-
times need help with transporting animals from the field to our center, from our center to the
vet, and from our center to other centers in WA.

6. Buildling/Maintenance Volunteer- help with building projects, mowing the lawn, and
general maintenance around the center!

7. Anything else you think we could use! There is something for everyone at the center!
Tell us what you like to do and we will put you to work!
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WISh LISt If you have any of these items and would like to donate them to a good cause,
please contact us at 360 966-8845. All donations are tax deductible.
ONGOING NEEDS: Rope and Netting

Frozen Whole Fish

Whole Meats (Chicken, Turkey, Beef Heart)

lams Wet Kitten Food

High Quality Dry Cat Food (without Soy)

Baby Food
Bleach
Straw Bales
Pet Carriers

Earth Friendly Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent, Cleaners

Lumber/Building Materials

Playpens
Dependable Truck or Van

Plastic Storage Containers w/Lids

Gift Certificates to Grocery, Pet
Supply or Hardware Stores,
Costco, Chris’ Squirrels and

Heating Pads w/o Automatic Shutoff

More (online store), Paper Zone
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| As a member of Northwest Wildlife Rehabilitation Center you will be

Annual Membership

Northwest Wildlife is

| supporting the important work we do to help our local wildlife. a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization.

| ] I'would like to volunteer. Please send me a volunteer information packet. ~ All donations are tax
deductible.

I MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

| [0 $500+ Wise Owls

| Name

| [ $250-499 Deer Friends

| OO $100-249 Bobcat Buddies  [1ONe

: ] $50-99 Opossum Protectors Address

| [0 $25 Squirrel Scouts

| O OTHER E-mail

| For more information about our membership categories, please see our website

I www.northwestwildlife.org/member.html

L__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—‘
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Thank You!!
Maplewood Animal Hospital Whole Foods in Seattle
Safeway in Lynden Rainfurrest Trader Joes Bellingham

2010 Volunteers
Andrews, Kelley ~ Beck, Kristen ~ Beller, Susan ~ Bennett Sarah ~ Burges, Kristy
Burleigh, Reilly Cipriani, Athena ~ Collins, Amy ~ Cutshall, Renee ~ Daugert, Fred
Dirsmith, Katherine ~ Edwards, Jim ~ Emmer, Lila ~ Foster, Cheri and Jenny ~ Grant, Lauren
Hall, Michelle ~ Hilton, Sharon ~ Huffman, Coli ~ Humpbhries, Tanner ~ Inge, Bob
Johnson, Chelsea ~ Johnson, Julie ~ Kollmar, Chelsea ~ Latona, Dianne ~ Leenstra, Koelle
Massey, Mike ~ McKee, Kristi ~ McKee, Ryan ~ Meuleman, Margot ~ Mullay, Megan
Noggle, Jon ~ Norvaisis, Brian ~ Olson, Erica Owens, Kevin ~ Pohl Emily ~ Reed, Olivia
Reimers, Donna ~ Ross, Lydia ~ Shanta, Jessica ~ Shappell, Kelly ~ Sharp, Vinney
Stables, Katie ~ Stamey, Jan ~ Stewart, Monika ~ Thornton, Angela ~ Tjoelker, Tanya
Watts, Jamie ~ Watts, Kira ~ Windnagel, Susan ~ Wolff, Maria

Board Members
Kraig Hansen- President, Cheri Foster- Vice President
Jennifer Hayden- Secretary, Brian Genge- Treasurer,
Kristen Beck, Vinson Sharp, Jan Stamey

2010 Interns
Kayla Stokes, lowa ~ Rachel Wooten, Washington ~ Kristi McKee, Washington
Emily Artz, lowa ~ Maria Wolff, Washington ~ Jennie Fischer, Washington
Kelsey Henderson, Washington
Thank you so much ladies!!! It was fun!

Photo by Kayla Stokes

Northwest Wildlife Rehabilitation Center

3671 Mount Baker Highway Everson, WA 98247 - PO Box 4273 Bellingham, WA 98277
360-966-8845 - www.northwestwildlife.org - nwwildlife@netzero.net




